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By providing architect David Neumann with &

a thoughtful three-page “wish list,”
Virginians Judith Jahnke and
Kenneth Simmons 23

got precisely the house
thev had in mind.
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rehitect David Neumann
was s0 impressed with Judith Jahnke and Ken
Simmons® new=howse wish list that he now gives it out
to prospective clients. Why was the list, or as Neumann
refers 1o il “the program,” so special” “Because,” he
says, “it was so helptul im understanding not only the kinds of things they wanted in their
hoarse, but also the kinds of spaces and how they wanted them 1o function. Prior to coming o
W Judith and Ken had given a great deal of thought as 10 how they wanted o live. They
wene enlightened clients by any standard —scl f~assured in their tastes and desines, but always
apen 1o ieas and suggestions they may not have thought of before.™
Judith and ken, who both have stong interests in history and histonc preservation, began
their list shontly after purchasing 200 acres of idvilic farmland near Charlostesville, Virginia,
*We had moved seven times'in our eight vears oFmamiage and we were ready to buy of
build our “forever” house,” Judith relates. “We came to Charlottesville with thoughts of buy-
ing an historic farmhouse, but when we saw this property and learned that it was for sale, we
decided it would be wonderful to build our own house, just as we wanted ™

= nticing in its simplicity
and symmetry, the new
farmvstyle house near
Charlottesille, Vieginia,
Jeatures wings thai
extend, telescope-
fashion. from o single
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W uimishings in the
great-room, left and
above, are simple and
unassuming. At the old
Virgiria farm table is a
mix of Baltimore stroight-
back and Philadelphia
Jancy chairs.
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«Wudith Jahnke and Ken
Joy, pause for a moment
on a simple garden
bridge that spans o small
strearn running throwgh
their 2{(M)-acre property.



With visions of gently rolling meadows, sylvan woods, meander-
ing streams, and heavenly views in mind, the couple collaborated on
the house of their dreams. By the time they enlisted the W ashington,
D.C., firm of Veersaci, Meumann & Partners as their architects, every
nuance of the house—and its relationship to the landscape—had
been considered.

Ken and Judith’s program specified three structures—a two-bed-
room main house (not to exceed 2,500 square feet), a one-room
uest cottage, and a separaie garage/machinery shed. According to
Neumann, “They wanted the house to be histonic in feel but defi-
nitely not a reproduction—a traditionally styled farmbouse that was
unique, but not likely to look dated afier the passage of years. They
warited it to ook as if it had always been here: very solid, with high-
quality construction, and symmetrical in design.” Thomas Jefferson,
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W ocated just off the kitchen
iz rt aeeeened-in eeting porch,
right and above, that Ken and
Jindiehs adare, “We love to st
b Batevidng fo il Bairvdn enrvd
weidehing the gurdens grow,”™
Jruclith soays. From the porch,
they can alsy soaich their four
Seottish Higlbond cmes groese
i thae mwvslonm, Accosding fo
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L stickler for SYITTIEIN, himsell fand whiose |'.'.|!_'|'.||'.._-.":'. hiouse,
Montieella, 19 neEarby ) would have apenoved

Porches and patios were a must for the namre-loving couple.
[Teere are sis i all: 3 welcoming front entry porch; privie patios fof
both bedrooms in the main house; and a parr of screened porches
(o fof eanimge. the osher for reading ||.'.|'|L|'|__' 4 relhsed bBluestone
tertace The porches are special. “1 am a strong believer in 2
screcned porch as a screened porch,” says Neumann, “Many people
ik ey can Creale o porch with casement windows, bl the tnnk
th, ol y 2 true soreened ponch feels ke one, What we did was creawe
o sets of frames for coch window, one glass and one screened.
This way, they can enpy the porches i all but the coldest months
At they doo Savs Judeh, *Ken and | are avid readers, and there's
s e worderiul ploce 1 sit msd read thimn om a sereened posch,”

ki

approaching the design of intenor spaces, Judith and Ker

agan pul scale, symmetry, and simplicity at the forefronl. “They

"X he 12x16-foot guest
room above is the mirror
inarge of the master
bedroom. Just for
lexrke, Judlith hung the

it e odel tin shop—above
the pair of rope beds.

IS en refers to the

glassfront fridge in the
smiall, efficient kitchen,
befi, as o “refrigerater
weith an attitude. ™



were insistent on having the house not excoed certain parameters,”
Neurnann says. “They wanted to ensure that it would not be overy
large or ostentatious in any respect. They kept our fieet to the fire in
holding the overall size down to two thousand five hundred square
feet.” Neumann's solution was to establish a hierarchy by organiz-
ing the principal roms in the main house in a central space with
high ceilings and clerestory windows. Secondary rooms, which
flank the central volumne, are organized in telescoping wings.

The core of the house s & 21x30-foot great-room that combines
living and dining functions. Though open to each other, the conver-
sation area and the dining area each feature their own fireplaces.
Enhancing the farmhouse feeling are floors of broad-board quarter-
sawn red oak, and walls—from the floor to the sills of the clerestory
windows—paneled in tongue-and-groove x4 fir wainscoting.

Topping it all off, literally, is the most nostalgic of all elements: a
red tin roof. “] liked the idea of being able 1o hear the sound of rain
on the tin roof,” says Judith. “But as it tuns out, the roof is so well
insulated, the sound is quite muted ™ Not muted, but much enjoyed,
are the sounds that emanate from the four Scottish Highland cows,

¢ calico cuf, and ane border collie that

Wi poaks, o -\.II:'n.':" LTS, ()

share this {sod”s preen zere (make that 2000 acres) wath hedith amd

Ken. And while they weren't on the original wish list, (he il
make it delightfully complete. O

Architecr: David Neumann, Versaci, Neumann & Paorteers
Interior Design: Celeste Hart

Landscape Dexign: lan Roberison, Lid,
Regional Editor; Eileen A, Deymier

For more information, see Reader’s Resource on page 130).

"I he 575-sqpuarefoot
musest cottage, right, was
planned to accommodate
the visits of friends and
Kenk grosen children.
Consisting of one lnrge
living area, left, with a
sleeping alcove, above,
the cottage mimics the
rawctint howuse with its tin
soood double-hung
windewes, and French

doors, Also like the mnin

Towse, the acrlilonEe n_ﬂ'ql-'fh
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